
Charlottesville is INSIDE the zone federal 
law allows warrantless searches for people 

w/o immigration documentation. Most 
major US cities are also inside this zone.

Increased rules & racist rhetoric about who 
gets the rights & courtesies of citizenship 
don’t just hurt non-citizens (though it’s 
wholly enough that it does!!).

Anyone who “”looks like”” a non-citizen is Anyone who “”looks like”” a non-citizen is 
at higher risk of detention or other harm. 
But there is no real “looks like” a 
non-citizen, because citizenship doesn’t 
cause changes in human appearance; we 
know such laws discriminate against 
BIPoC, the unhoused, & other oppressed 
folks.folks.

Pre-pandemic, I set out flyers 
in our public space to help 
folks understand our rights if 
questioned by immigration 
officials. 

A coworker (not from SLab) saw this &  A coworker (not from SLab) saw this &  
said something about this being 
unuseful given Charlottesville is in the 
middle of a state, not near federal 
borders. 

I don’t think that’s an unusual belief. I don’t think that’s an unusual belief. 
So even though I’m no expert, I 
wanted to help folks notice that 
immigration laws & rhetoric impact 
folks negatively right here where we 
live (central Virginia), not just 
“elsewhere”.


